
END OF AN ERA [AT HOLME LACY] 

It was the end of an 

era.  Flashback 

recalls a winter’s 

day when a funeral 

saw the burial of a 

famous aristocrat 

and the closure of a 

chapter in 

Herefordshire's history. 

[This article appeared in a recent issue “Flashback,” a popular magazine 

published in Herefordshire for local readership.  (WS)] 

WHEN the tenth Earl of Chesterfield's body was laid to rest in a Herefordshire churchyard on 

a crisp and frosty morning in 1933 the huge gathering of mourners were not just saying 

"farewell" to the head of a distinguished family. 

They were also witnessing a scene that marked the end of association with Herefordshire that 

stretched back for centuries. 

The interment of the 79-year-old earl took place in sight of his former ancestral home at Holme 

Lacy.  He had sold the estate in 1909 severing a family ownership dating back to the Norman 

Conquest - and now his death removed the final link of any substance. 

Born on March 15, 1854, Edwin Francis Scudamore-Stanhope gained a reputation as "one of 

the best dressed, best mannered and best looking men in the kingdom." 

Education at Eton and Oxford led to a successful and varied career.  During the Liberal 

administration of 1886 he was private secretary to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Sir 

William Harcourt. 

In 1900 the handsome aristocrat married a young woman who must also have been allowed 

flrst pickings when the best of human attributes were put on offer! 

'The most beautiful 

among the peeresses' 

The second daughter of a prominent MP and ship owner, Enid Edith Wilson was said by one 

national newspaper to be "the most beautiful among the peeresses of her age and standing." 

The new Countess of Chesterfield apparently had gifts "often denied to beauties" in that she 

was witty, clever, artistic to her fingertips and adept at whatever happened to be the most 

fashionable sport or game of the moment. 

Delightful symbol 

of a previous 

romance 

Lord and Lady Chesterfield settled down at the stately Holme Lacy home where a delightful 

symbol of a previous romance could be seen in the grounds.  In August, 1850, a courting 

couple destined to become the earl's mother and father - carved their names on the trunk of a 

chestnut tree. 



For many years Holme Lacy was a centre of importance in social and political circles, the 

tenth earl holding high office in the local Liberal party and also taking the title of Master of 

the Horse in the royal household. 

There was controversy, too.  The earl sued the Hoarwithy free fishermen whose ancestors had 

enjoyed the salmon fishery for 600 years. 

The Hoarwithy men were victorious at the first hearing, but lost in the Court of Appeal.  Their 

subsequent plea to the House of Lords created a dramatic situation. 

Three judges backed them, while another trip held an opposite view.  The Scottish Lord 

reserved his decision and then, after several weeks of tension, pronounced against the 

defendants, thus stripping them of their centuries-old free fishing tradition. 

The fishing was eventually sold for a vast sum, but many felt this relegated Holme Lacy from 

its status as a truly great seat. 

The departure of Lord and Lady Chesterfield in 1909 ended an association with Herefordshire 

that had Iasted for hundreds of years.  His death and his body's return "home" in 1933 brought 

memories flooding back for many who attended his funeral at Holme Lacy Church. 

Among them was Reuben Stone, a member of the Stone family of Fownhope who had long 

been employed as builders on the estate. 

Despite the solemnity of the occasion he must have allowed himself a wry grin at the 

recollection of how his great grandfather, when a youth, had mischievously and pains-takingly 

squeezed himself into a suit of armour he had found in the garret. 

He was discovered by Sir Edwin Stanhope, the earl's grandfather who, far from rebuking the 

miscreant in metal, thoroughly enjoyed his clumsy attempts to seek a hiding place! 

The funeral was an occasion for the manifestation of both pomp and personal grief.  

The earl's decorations, which included the Grand Cordon of the Belgian Order of Leopold, the 

first class of the Prussian Order of the Red Eagle and the Grand Cross of the Dannebrog of 

Denmark were carried on a cushion by Viscount Chaplin. 

Wreath of interlaced 

hearts for 'Edly' 

There were two wreaths from Lady Chesterfield - one in the form of interlaced hearts and, 

another, a floral cross bearing a farewell message for her beloved "Edly." 

Another mourner was Edmund Wallis, a renowned Herefordshire solicitor and politician who 

later recalled how glorious sunshine bathed the avenues of trees planted by the earl's ancestors 

the Scudamores and Stanhopes and how the church bells rang a peal as if for a victory. Also 

striking a note of optimism for the future were the daffodils and other spring flowers which 

lined the grave. 

Mr Wallis remembered: "The sunshine, the church, the hatchments of the Scudamores, the 

order of service read by the Venerable Dean of Hereford, and the vicar, the Cathedral singers, 

the filled church, the hush, the river rolling by, the draped figures, the gothic coffin borne on 

the retainers' shoulders, the respectful crowd, the flowers - all made a scene and a memory 

never to be forgotten.” 

 


