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GEORGE EDWARD SKIDMORE

A soldier in the Great War.

His story.

 

 

My brief for this talk was to tell the story of  one or more soldiers of 

the Great War  

and  

show where I found the information I needed to tell that story. 

I hope you will not feel short-changed if I concentrate on just ONE 

man and tell his story in some detail. 

His name was George Edward Skidmore. He was born just a few miles 

from here in Oak Road, Quarry Bank, 

son of John Skidmore, an iron worker. 

His family moved soon after his birth to Tipton.
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St Matthew’s, 
Tipton 

war memorial

TIPTON REMEMBERS. 
tiptonremembers.net

 

 

His story appears on the website TIPTON REMEMBERS. 

tiptonremembers.net 

Tipton is a Black Country town a few miles away and this is a 

wonderful little website that has done for the Tipton men who died 

what we are trying to do for the Scudamore and Skidmore men who 

died, or who returned, or who served in their home country. 

George Edward died in 1914 and he appears on this war memorial 

inside St Matthew’s Church. 

His is a full and interesting story and here I want to show the 

SOURCES so that you will see how his story was pieced together. 
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ARMY SERVICE RECORDS

• Every man who enlisted had a Service Record.

• Records were thinned out before storage in the 1930s.

• Blitz damage in 1940.

• Only 30% remain and some badly fire and water 
damaged

 

Unusually for a man who died, his Army Service Record, survives. 

 

It is this Army Service Record that gives us a wealth of information. 

 

A bit about army service records from the first world war. 

 

So, there is only a 1 in 3 chance of finding a service record for a 

particular soldier. 

 

And if you are looking for a soldier who died, for some reason there 

are very few surviving service records. 

But, as I said, George Edward’s service record did survive. 
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ENLISTMENT
 

 

We know where and when George Edward enlisted. 

 

He was not one of the thousands of men who answered Kitchener’s 

Call to Arms in 1914. 
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GEORGE’S
ENLISTMENT

 

 

His Service Record tells us a different story.  

 

This is the first page of the forms that were completed when a soldier 

signed up.  

 

This is George Skidmore’s form which we will look at close up in a 

minute. It is clean and legible and with no fire or water damage – this 

was not always the case. 
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GEORGE’S
ENLISTMENT

Regiment, number

Personal details

Where and when he 
enlisted

 

 

This first page of the Service Record gives us 3 main pieces of 

information: 

 

Firstly, it tells us to which part of the army he was assigned…. 

 

It gives us some personal details…. 

 

And it tells us the date and place he signed up. 

 

So let’s look at this bottom section … 
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So here we have George signing on the dotted line..  

 

He swore before a magistrate to serve Edward VII. 

 

The date is difficult to read but is clearer on other pages.  

He joined up in Dudley on 25 August 1905. 

 

So here is a man who chose to join the army. 

If you then look at the top of this form…  
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Worcestershire Regiment Cap Badge 
(1902-1923)

worcestershireregiment.com

Worcestershire Regiment soldiers in 
1907.

Cardwell’s Short Service Scheme

 

He signed up with the Worcestershire Regiment and was assigned a 

4-digit Service Number 9404. 

 

The Worcestershire Regiment was an infantry regiment in the British 

Army, famed for its marksmanship – 

these men have just won a shooting competition. 

 

The Worcestershire Regiment have since amalgamated with other 

regiments but this was the cap badge that George would have worn. 

He signed on under the Short Service scheme.  



This was brought in by Act of Parliament in 1870 and was the 

brainchild of Edward Cardwell, Secretary of State for War. 

Prior to the Cardwell Reforms of 1870, the Army's existing system of 

enlistment (for 21 years) produced an army of experienced or even 

veteran soldiers, but no class of reserves which could be recalled to 

serve in case of a national emergency. 

 

The Act of 1870 allowed a soldier to choose to spend time in the 

reserves rather than the regulars and be paid fourpence a day, in 

return for a short period of training each year and an obligation to 

serve when called up.  

 

Men now enlisted for a maximum term of twelve years, but usually 

for six. The minimum length of service varied, but on discharge a 

soldier would now remain with the reserves for the remainder of the 

twelve-year term. 

A man could also choose the regiment he wanted to join – previously, 

you enlisted for general service and could be put into any regiment. 

 

So in 1905 George chose to sign up with the Worcestershire 

Regiment, expecting to spend 3 years with the Colours and 9 years in 

the Reserve. 

Now let’s look at the section just below this where the man gave 

more detail about himself….
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So we now know  

the date on which he enlisted and his age  

so we can calculate his birth around June 1887. 

 

In fact, he made a mistake, or fibbed, about his age. He was born a year later in 

1888.  

 

His parents moved from Quarry Bank to Tipton around this time which is why 

he is on the Tipton memorial. 

Lets see what the second page of the Service Record tells us about George…
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This page was completed by a medical man, to ascertain whether 

George was fit to join the army. 

 

Now, two questions: 

 

1. George signed up in 1905. When was the next census after that? 

 

2. If he was a professional soldier, where would you expect him to be 

at the time of the 1911 census? 
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This is where he was: 

 

The 3rd Bn of the Worcestershire Regiment  

 

was at Shaft Barracks, Western Heights, in Dover. 

 

He was one of 300 men in the Battalion. 

… 
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Here is George Edward, a private in the 3rd Bn the Worcestershire 

Regiment,  

 

aged 23 and single, no trade, and born in Dudley, Worcestershire.  

 

Not strictly accurate…. you need to be wary and cross-check 

everything. 

Anyway, there he is. 

 

There is quite a history to these barracks …
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Shaft 
Barracks, 
Western 
Heights, 
Dover

The Grand Shaft

 

This postcard, dated 1914, shows vessels moored alongside the 

Commercial Quay at Dover. 

  

The buildings on the top of the cliff are the former Grand Shaft 

Barracks, part of the Western Heights fortifications, built during the 

Napoleonic Wars. http://www.dover.freeuk.com 

 

The Grand Shaft, a triple, spiral staircase in a brick shaft, connected 

the barracks to Snargate Street to provide rapid access to the 

harbour in case of invasion.  

But, returning to George’s Service Records, because they still have a 

lot to reveal …
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Worcester Aug-Oct 05

Aldershot Oct 05-Nov 07

Ship to S. Africa Nov-Dec 07

S. Africa Dec 07-Sep 08

Ship home Sep-Oct 08

Dover Oct 08- Jul 11
 

This shows us what was happening to George between the time he 

joined up and that census night in 1911… 

 

[top].. The top box gives an outline: 

He was in Britain for over two years 

In South Africa for one year 

And then back home until the outbreak of the Great War. 

 

But this lower section allows us see in more detail what he did … 

 

So why was he in South Africa? 
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In 1907 threatened trouble with native tribes in South Africa had 

called for an increase in the British forces; and the 3rd Battalion 

Worcestershire, then acknowledged to be the best-shooting battalion 

in Great Britain, were selected to proceed as reinforcements. Leaving 

Aldershot in November the Battalion embarked at Southampton and 

three weeks later landed at Capetown.  

 

Here is the troopship which took George to South Africa. It was used 

exclusively as a troopship during the war. I wonder how this 19 year 

old from Tipton regarded the prospect of a 3-week voyage to a 

foreign land. 

 

But the threatened danger did not materialise, and after an 

uneventful year at Wynberg the 3rd Worcestershire returned to 

England.  There seems to have been some pressure in Parliament to 

reduce the number of troops stationed across the Empire. 

Troopship  Braemar Castle
at Southampton

Troopship  Braemar Castle
at Southampton
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Questions to the Secretary of State for War
Richard Haldane

British Garrison in South Africa.

Mr Harry Brodie

Commons — July 16, 1908 

To ask the Secretary of State 

for War whether the 

Government contemplate 

withdrawing any of the British 

troops, now there, from South

Africa, if so, what number of 

them and on what date 

South African Garrison.

Sir Horatio Parker

Commons — October 

26, 1908 

I beg to ask the 

Secretary of State for 

War whether it is 

intended to 

consolidate the military 

forces in the different 

Colonies of South

Africa and then to 

withdraw all British 

Regular troops 

Reduction of the South African Garrison.

Mr Alexander Renton

Commons — July 20, 1908 

I beg to ask the Secretary 

of State for War what 

cavalry regiments and 

what infantry battalions it is 

proposed to remove from 

South Africa, and when; 

and at what stations these 

units are at present 

Mr Richard Haldane

Commons — February 24, 1908 

It has been decided to withdraw from South Africa one 

regiment of Cavalry and four battalions of Infantry. 

 

The deployment of the Army was, of course, under the direction of 

the Secretary for War, one Richard Haldane. 

 

I found these questions in Hansard – asked during 1908 when 

George’s Battalion, and other parts of the regular army, were 

stationed in South Africa. 

 

So George’s fate and that of his companions, is being debated at the 

highest level, and in September he sets sail for home. 

So let’s see what happened to him when he came back from South 

Africa….
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Now his first 3 years were up and he should have been in the 

Reserves  

but instead he was in Dover at Shaft Barracks. 

 

I don’t understand this … perhaps he reenlisted?? 

 

George was appointed Lance Corporal (initially unpaid) in October 

1909,  

losing his stripe in November 1910 due to "drunkenness"  

 

and left the Army in July 1911 transferring to the Reserves. 
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So we presume he returned to Tipton, to his family, in July 1911.  

 

His father John had died in 1909 but his mother was still living in Bell 

Street. 

 

He had FIVE SISTERS . The youngest were still living with their mother. 

 

His sisters Alice and Esther were in service in Handsworth and living 

with families there. 

 

He had an older brother Joseph Thomas who was by then married 

with three children. 

 

George hopefully found some work locally.  

He was paid as a Reservist and was expected to do a periods of 

training 

 and knew that he could be called up in time of war. 

John SKIDMORE
1851- 1909
m.Sarah Jane BISHTON

|   1881 Quarry Bank
|

|
puddler of Quarry Bank & Tipton_________________________________________________________
| | | | | | |

Esther Louisa Joseph Thomas George Edward Alice Sarah Jane Maud Ethel Emma
1881- 1883- 1888- 1914 1890- 1892- 1894- 1898-
cook, unm.1911 m.Martha INGRAM d. in France

|
|

|
____________of Tipton___________
| | |

James Ernest Nellie Evely n Irene
1904- 1907- 1909-

John SKIDMORE
1851-1909
m.Sarah Jane BISHTON
|   1881 Quarry Bank
|
|
puddler of Quarry Bank & Tipton_________________________________________________________
| | | | | | |
Esther Louisa Joseph Thomas George Edward Alice Sarah Jane Maud Ethel Emma
1881- 1883- 1888-1914 1890- 1892- 1894- 1898-
cook, unm.1911 m.Martha INGRAM d. in France

|
|
|

____________of Tipton___________
| | |
James Ernest Nellie Evelyn Irene
1904- 1907- 1909-
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He was recalled at the outbreak of war in August 1914.  

 

The 3rd Bn had a truly miserable time during August and September.  

This is told in detail on the regiment’s website. 

 

I would like to read parts of this to you and you can imagine what it 

must have been like for George: 

 

On the evening of the 4th August 1914, the order for mobilisation 

was received, at Tidworth, and during the ensuing week all ranks of 

the 3rd Battalion Worcestershire were busily employed in completing 

their preparations for War. The Battalion had to be filled up to war 

strength by reservists, weapons had to be made ready, equipment 

and ammunition received and issued, stores of all kinds taken into 

use. Officers and men had to be medically inspected and passed fit 

for service, additional horses had to be received and taken over, 

regimental property had to be placed in safe keeping. 

 

Most precious of all, the Colours of the 3rd Battalion, the symbols of 

their history and of their loyalty, had to be laid away. They were taken 

to Worcester by special escorts and handed to the care of the Dean 



and Chapter to be preserved in the Cathedral until the Battalions 

should need them. 

 

Worcester, when the Colour Parties came, was seething with activity. 

The Depot at Norton Barracks was crowded out with reservists and 

with volunteers for service, who were sleeping all over the cricket 

ground and the adjoining fields. 

 

During the second week in August the mobilisation was completed. 

Then for some days the 3rd Battalion stood fast awaiting orders. Days 

of tense excitement and speculation while the Reservists were 

settling down and while everything were in the state of general 

disorder and discomfort which always precedes a move.  

 

The movement of the British Expeditionary Force (B.E.F) to France 

began on the 9th August 1914 and was conducted with such secrecy 

and efficiency that for several days the move remained unknown to 

the enemy. 

The 3rd Worcestershire received their orders on the 12th August 

1914. Early on the morning of the 13th August, about 5 a.m., the 3rd 

Battalion left Tidworth for Southampton. Although they arrived at 

Southampton Docks at 7 a.m. the same day, it was not till early on 

the following day that the S.S. Bosnian sailed.
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Before dawn on August 15th the Bosnian cast anchor off Le Havre. The great 

roadstead was filled with crowded transports; and owing to the state of the 

tide it was not until the following day that it was possible for the troopship to 

go on to its eventual destination, Rouen.  

 

At 1.30 p.m. on August 16th the Bosnian stood on her way up the Seine. 

Few river voyages are more impressive than that up the Seine, with its vistas of 

rolling forests and picturesque Norman villages. The inhabitants on the banks 

cheered the troops, and excitement on board ran high.  

 

At 9 p.m. the Battalion disembarked on the broad quays of Rouen, where they 

passed the night billeted in a long shed next to the ship. Early next morning the 

3rd Battalion Worcestershire marched through the streets of Rouen to the 

station and entrained for the front. 

 

 

Arriving at RouenArriving at Rouen
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The journey to 
the front

 

So they have crossed the Channel to Le Havre and travelled up the 

Seine as far as Rouen.  

 

The five days which followed were very trying for Battalion. The 

weather was hot. Officers and men became accustomed to long 

periods of travelling in sluggish jolting troop trains, to sleeping 

anywhere they could lay their heads, and to apparently needless 

marching and counter-marching, which tired the men and wore out 

both their tempers and the soles of their boots. 

 

From Aulnoye, where they detrained on August 16th, and were 



billeted in some cement works, the 3rd Battalion marched on the 

next day seven miles to Marbaix. Thence on August 20th, the 

Battalion tramped some seven miles to Dompierre, from there to 

Avesnes, where they were received by an enthusiastic populace, and 

then back to Dompierre. Next day eighteen miles were covered, 

through Maubeuge to Feignies, and then on August 22nd eleven 

miles more to Ciply 

 

The 3rd Battalion arrived at their billets at Ciply in the early hours of 

the morning of August 23rd. There the Battalion waited all morning. 

By the usual fatality which seems always to attend the provision of 

comforts on service, dinners were cooked and were ready to be 

eaten when sudden orders came to advance. As the troops moved off 

the first shell seen by the Battalion shrieked overhead and burst 

behind them. Rested indeed but still footsore and now hungry, the 

3rd Battalion Worcestershire advanced towards Mons. 

****** 

The story continues in some detail but before we look at the day on 

which George died, it is worth scrutinising this section of his service 

record 
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This is the Casualty Form which records his death. 

Note that he has been reinstated as a Lance Corporal. 

The faded writing here shows George as missing at Caudry on 26 

August 1914. This is the date shown by the Commonwealth War 

Graves but there is confusion over the exact date. The writer of the 

Tipton Remembers website goes into this in some detail and thinks 

this date is perhaps wrong. But we’ll come back to that… 

 

Now, don’t miss this  -  George now has the qualification of a 

signaller. 
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The Signaller

 

Signallers were also used in forward positions to assist the artillery 

and provide information on their enemy targets. In these positions, 

often isolated, the signaller became vulnerable to enemy shelling and 

attack, and many signallers lost their lives. 

 

The Trench Signalling lamp [top right] was in a wooden case and was 

battery operated. It had a bulls eye lens to concentrate the light and 

had a morse key to switch the lamp on and off. It was used mainly for 

local use from trench to trench and operators would receive the 

message through a periscope or telescope. It was always extremely 

dangerous to transmit towards the front of the battlefield as this 

would attract enemy rifle fire.  
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Let me read just a little more from the 3rd Bn website: 

 

We are now talking about the 26th  August, the day George was 

reported missing. 

The troops are in the town of Caudry, 90m east of Paris: 

 

"The 3rd Battalion Worcestershire had been roused, by an alarm 

about 2.30 a.m. From their billets at the northern end of the town 

the companies were led by [local] guides through the darkness to 

their allotted trenches. D Company was held back as Battalion 

Reserve. The other three companies were disposed on the north and 

north-western outskirts of the town. It proved difficult to find the 

trenches in the dark, but eventually the several platoons reached 

their destination. 

 

The trenches already dug were found to be shallow and weak. The 

platoons filed into them and then set to work to improve their 

defences. 

 



The soil was muddy after the recent thunderstorm. The troops 

worked for some time with their entrenching tools. No attack had as 

yet taken place. Presently their digging slackened off and the tired 

soldiers dozed over their rifles. 

With the first grey light of dawn came a sudden bark of field-guns 

close at hand to the northwest. Shells hurtled overhead and burst 

over the houses. 

[there was then some fierce fighting throughout the day, and some 

confusion and movement of men from the north to the south of the 

town] 

Then it goes on: 

Battalion Headquarters of the 3rd Worcestershire moved from the 

north of the town to a new location in a building near the railway 

embankment. There came disaster. A big shell hit the bui1ding and 

burst, killing or wounding many of the Headquarters personnel. 

Colonel Stuart himself was uninjured, but the Second-in-Command, 

Major W. R. Chichester, and the Adjutant, Captain C. V. Beresford, 

were both severely wounded. Many of the signallers were killed, 

and for a time communication with the companies broke down. 

Lieutenant W. A. Underhill showed great bravery in rescuing the 

wounded from the burning ruins. Major Chichester and Captain 

Beresford were sent to a temporary hospital, which later fell into the 

hands of the enemy.
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I decided to see which other men in George’s battalion were killed on the same 

day. 

I found four on the Commonwealth War Graves website. 

 

Lieutenant Mordaunt Edward Loenard Hannah Clarke, a Colonel's son, was shot 

through the head and transported to a hospital but never regained 

consciousness. He was buried in the middle of Caudry itself at the Old 

Communal Cemetery. 

 

Presumably the bodies of Privates Robinson and Wichard were never found 

since they appear only on a memorial.  

I have not been able to find anything more about them. 

 

George’s body was found and buried at Vailly, some miles south of Caudry. 

His death was not verified until the following year. 

 

We shall never know for sure but it is possible he was hastily buried  

and then brought to the military cemetery established in Vailly the following 

year.  

This was common during the war.

Name Rank Service 
Number

Date of DeathAge Grave/ 
Memorial 
Reference

Cemetery/ Memorial Name

CLARKE, 
MORDAUNT 
EDWARD LEONARD

Lieutenant 26/08/19 14 29 A. 7. CAUDRY OLD COMMUNAL 
CEMETERY

SKIDMORE, G E Private 9404 26/08/19 14 II. F. 24. VAILLY BRITISH  CEMETERY

ROBINSON, DANIELPrivate 8720 26/08/19 14 LA FERTE-SOUS-JOUARRE 
MEMORIAL

WICHARD, FRANK Private 6107 26/08/19 14 LA FERTE-SOUS-JOUARRE 
MEMORIAL

Other Men of the 3rd Bn Worcestershire Regiment
killed on 26 August 1914.

Name Rank Service 
Number

Date of DeathAge Grave/ 
Memorial 
Reference

Cemetery/ Memorial Name

CLARKE, 
MORDAUNT 
EDWARD LEONARD

Lieutenant 26/08/1914 29 A. 7. CAUDRY OLD COMMUNAL 
CEMETERY

SKIDMORE, G E Private 9404 26/08/1914 II. F. 24. VAILLY BRITISH CEMETERY

ROBINSON, DANIELPrivate 8720 26/08/1914 LA FERTE-SOUS-JOUARRE 
MEMORIAL

WICHARD, FRANK Private 6107 26/08/1914 LA FERTE-SOUS-JOUARRE 
MEMORIAL

Other Men of the 3rd Bn Worcestershire Regiment
killed on 26 August 1914.
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Vailly British 
Cemetery

Grave II. F. 24.

 

 

But we end George’s story here. 

 

Vailly is one of the many cemeteries cared for by the CWGC.  

 

Well, I hope I have given you some idea of the story you can unfold 

from army documents. 

 

However and wherever George died, we honour his memory and he 

has found a beautiful resting place. 



AFTER POSTING THIS TALK ON THE WEBSITE 

www.skidmorefamilyhistory.com 

ITS AUTHOR WAS CONTACTED BY ANDREW JOHNSON, CREATOR 

AND RESEARCHER OF THE tiptonremembers.net website. 

HERE HE PRESENTS HIS EVIDENCE FOR A DIFFERENT DATE OF DEATH 

FOR GEORGE EDWARD SKIDMORE FROM THAT RECORDED BY THE 

COMMONWEALTH WAR GRAVES COMMISSION (CWGC) AND FOR 

GEORGE'S RE-INTERMENT AT VAILLY. 

 

In cases of reinterment, the Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

online can provide additional - generally the original place of burial 

but a bit more in this case. The re-interment document is dated 

5/12/1919 and shows the re-interment into Vailly, and the original 

burial locations.  

 

Grave 2.F.24 has Pte. G. Sidmore (sic) plus an unknown soldier. The 

map reference of the original burial is Soissons Sheet 33 299.6 x 

196.4. 

 

Grave 2.F.21 has Pte 6318 G.H. Birchenell (sic) of the 1st Wilts, with 

exactly the same original map reference. 

 

The 3rd Worcesters and 1st Wilts were both in 7th Brigade of 3rd 

Division (see: http://www.longlongtrail.co.uk/army/order-of-battle-



of-divisions/3rd-division/ ) so would have been serving in close 

proximity. As they were in the same Division and initially buried at 

the same spot, then it is a reasonable assumption that they were 

killed around the same time - not necessarily in the same action, but 

within a few days of each other. 

 

The CWGC record for Birchenell (actually Pte 6318 G.H. Bushnell) is 

at: http://www.cwgc.org/find-war-

dead/casualty/578341/BUSHNELL,%20G%20H. This shows that he 

was killed on 22nd September 1914 - a very reasonable assumption 

is that George Skidmore died at approximately the same time. 

 

The 1st Wilts had 4 killed on 21st Sept, 2 of these have known 

graves, both buried at Braine.  They had 6 killed on 22nd Sept, 4 of 

these have known graves, all buried at Vailly. This reflects the 

direction of the British advance at that time. 

 

The 3rd Worcs had 20 killed on 21st Sept, 2 of these have known 

graves, one in German hands at Cambrai and the other in Vailly.  

None were killed on 22nd Sept. 

 

Andrew Johnson suggests that George Skidmore's original burial 

location would be related to the action in which he died - and on the 

26th August they were 100km to the North of Vailly, at Caudry - see: 



https://www.google.co.uk/maps/dir/Caudry,+France/Vailly-sur-

Aisne,+France/@49.7902909,3.1672847,10z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m14!4

m13!1m5!1m1!1s0x47c299ef20158b5b:0xac8e89c8d44985c0!2m2!1

d3.410122!2d50.124269!1m5!1m1!1s0x47e85142a4ed4331:0x5997

0ecd838faada!2m2!1d3.517506!2d49.412397!3e0?hl=en 

 

The fact that George Bushnell who was buried alongside George 

Skidmore who has a date of death of 22nd Sept seems to add more 

to the hypothesis. 

 

The CWGC shows the 3rd Worcesters as having 20 killed on the 21st 

Sept. Johnson believes that the majority of these would have been 

killed on 20th. Looking at Stacke's History of the Worcesters, it 

records a major action on  the 20th with 21 killed, see footnote (d) 

on Page 20. For the 21st Sept it says "the 21st was, as far as the 3rd 

Worcesters were concerned, a quiet day, broken only by shelling at 

midday which caused 2 casualties". Given the severity of the actions 

they had seen over the past weeks it is understandable that an 

administrative matter may have been overlooked. This is not unusual 

in the first few months of the war, which was almost constant 

movement and chaos. 

 



The War Diary for the 1st Wilts for 20th Sept mentions the 1st Wilts 

and 3rd Worcs being alongside each other, see: 

http://www.thewardrobe.org.uk/research/war-diaries/detail/9789 

  

 

So in summary, Johnson believes that George Skidmore would have 

been killed between 20th and 22nd September, most likely on the 

20th, for the following reasons. 

 On 26th August they were 100km to the north of Vailly, near 

Caudry. 

 The man originally buried alongside George Skidmore is shown 

as killed on 22nd September. 

 The 3rd Worcesters were exactly at Vailly on 20-22 September. 

 

 

 


