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LEWIS PALMER SKIDMORE (1877-1955), THE 
TITANIC, AND A MOMENT OF FAME. 
 
by Warren Skidmore 
 

Lewis Palmer Skidmore was the grandson Philo Hurd Skidmore (1817-1902) of Bridgeport, 
Connecticut who ran a successful machinery business that made stationary engines and boilers for 
the a number of customers including the United States Navy. In 1870 he went South where he 
bought a railroad in Florida, and also invested heavily in real estate in New Orleans and Louisiana. 
His fortune provided a comfortable living his family at his death in 19021. 

The young Lewis Skidmore, an artist and photographer, had just received a degree in fine 
arts in 1911 from Yale, when he and his young wife Emily C. Vinton booked a passage on the S.S. 
Carpathia for a holiday in Rome, Italy. When the Titantic was lost he made a series of photographs 
of the survivors as they were pulled aboard the Carpathia. It returned to New York City with about 
700 of rescued Titanic’s passengers and Skidmore made timed drawings on board based on an 
eyewitness account by a teenager of the gradual floundering of that great liner. His drawings were 
widely reprinted by the press and later in books about the Titantic.2 They were also published by 
Emily C. Hawley who added them to the 1912 supplement of her Skidmore genealogy.3  

The Borland family, from Haverford, Pennsylvania had boarded the Titanic as first class 
passengers at Cherbourg, France. John Borland, then 49, was a senior vice-president of the 
Pennsylvania Railroad. He and his wife Marion occupied stateroom C-70 while their only son John 
Borland, Jr. (Jack), age 17 and a scholar on the passenger list, was alone in C-68 which adjoined. 

Jack was ready for bed when the Titanic hit the iceberg, but pulled on his overcoat over his 
pajamas and ran up on the deck to see the excitement. He got his parents up and they all dressed, 
Jack in a warm tweed suit, and put on their life-belts. His mother and her maid got into lifeboat 4, 
and Jack eventually jumped, feet first, over the side as the Titanic went down. After several hours in 
the water he was seen and pulled aboard lifeboat 12.4 He and his mother were eventually reunited on 
the Carpathia. 

                                                 
1For a life of Philo Hurd Skidmore, who earned a reputation as a Northern carpetbagger after the 

Civil War, see Thomas Skidmore (Scudamore), 1605-1684, of Westerleigh, Gloucestershire, and 
Fairfield Connecticut, his ancestors, and descendants to the ninth generation, pages 517-9. The fifth 
edition (Akron, Ohio 2005) is available on the Scudamore/Skidmore CD of 2006. 

2Lawrence Beesley was a survivor of the sinking and wrote book The Loss of the Titanic 
published just nine weeks after the disaster. A journalist, he took an exception to one panel of 
Skidmore’s drawing that showed the forecastle head resurfacing after the final breakup. 

3Emily C. Hawley, A genealogical and biographical record of the pioneer Thomas Skidmore 
(Scudamore), page418. The supplement was bound into some copies in 1912. 

4In 1940 Thayer produced a pamphlet about his experiences on the Titanic. His complete story 
was well told by Logan Marshall in his The Sinking of the Titanic and Great Sea Disasters (1912). 



 
 
Jack described the sinking to Lewis Skidmore who drew a timed sequence of pictures based on his 
description. The elder Boardman was lost, but his private train carriage took them home to 
Haverford. Jack graduated from the University of Pennsylvania, and after a career in banking he 
returned to the University as a Vice-President and Treasurer. He died in 1945.5 

Lewis Palmer Skidmore was a painter, restorer, illustrator and lecturer, and taught for 20 
years at the Pratt Institute in Brooklyn.6 In 1929 he became the Director of the prestigious High 
Museum of Art on Peachtree Street in Atlanta.7 He and his second wife Helen Maria Turner (1858-
1958), an American impressionist painter who survived him, were both successful artists who were 
widely exhibited.  

***** 

                                                 
5A funeral notice and obituary appeared in The Philadelphia Inquirer, 23 September 1945. 
6Who was Who in American Art, 1564-1975 (1999) III, 3053.  
7Franklin M. Garrett and Harold H. Martin, Atlanta and Environs: A Chronicle of its People and 

Events (University of Georgia Press, 1987) 230. 


