
THE PARISH CHURCH OF ST. CUTHBERT’S 

  

HOLME LACY, HEREFORDSHIRE 

[Several years ago Lady Patricia Lucas-Scudamore compiled an exemplary booklet of 

six pages on the history of St. Cuthbert’s. It could hardly be improved upon today, and 

I have reprinted it here completely.  In a later letter from Lady Pat (now Phipps) she 

told me that in common with most small parish churches in England St. Cuthbert’s no 

longer had enough communicants to support a vicar and services there have been 

discontinued.  The fabric of the building has been taken over by the Historic Churches 

Trust, and she is doing what she can to maintain the graves of the Scudamore-

Stanhopes in the churchyard.  It is sad to learn that there are now more Muslims in the 

U. K. than there are members of the Church of England.  (Warren Skidmore)] 

This account was compiled by 

Lady Patricia Lucas-Scudamore 

THE PRESENT church was built about 1280 and dedicated to St. Cuthbert, who was Bishop of 

Lindisfarne in the 7th century.  It stands on low lying ground within a loop of the River Wye in the 

Manor known as Hamme, Hom, Homm or Holme Lacy, into which the Wye flows when in high 

flood.  In all probability there was a church here in Saxon times.  In the Domesday Book, 

Hamme is described as "de Victu Canonicorum." 

The oldest part of the church, about 1280, is the arcade between the Chancel and South Chapel, the 

South Chapel and the east end of' the South Aisle.  The rest of the building, the Chancel, Nave and 

west end of South Aisle, belongs to the early 14th century, the Tower late 14th century, North 

Transept and Porch late 16th or early 17th century. 

The stalls in the Chancel, together with two others which have been incorporated into the Vicar's 

stall, are 15th century.   These have misericords (lion, bird, man  kneeling, human face and 

grotesque face).  The funeral helm is probably 16th century.  The glass in the north window of the 

Chancel was removed there from the east window in 1915 and rearranged.  Fragments are 

13th or 14th century.  Coffin lids have been used in the construction of some of the window sills. 

The oak door is probably 17th century, and the font late 17th century Renaisance. In the Nave and 

South Aisle are four fine hatchments; the stirrups represent the Scudamore family.  The cross in the 

churchyard by the Porch is mediaeval.  By the addition of two modern steps it has been made into a 

war memorial. 

Extensive modern alterations to the building were completed in 1924, mainly to the roof and North 

Transept, and pinning the walls which were in a dangerous state due to settlement. 

Monuments and Tombs 

1. The Altar Tomb under easternmost arch of the arcade is about 1550.  John Scudamore 

(died1571) and Sibell his wife (Vaughn of Hargest).  Recumbent effigies in alabaster.  The tomb was 

erected by Sir John before his death.  Sir John Scudamore was a Gentleman Usher to King Henry 

VIII. 

2. Monument against north wall in Chancel.  James, son of John Viscount Scuda-more. 

1668,erected by his widow.  Style of Grinling Gibbons. 

3. On west side.  Jane Scudamore his wife. (Died 1699). 



4. North Transept.  Chandos Scudamore-Stanhope, 1871, by Matthew Noble.  Naval still lifewith 

an angel in relief behind. 

5. South Chapel.  Mary Scudamore-Stanhope, 1859, by Matthew Noble. 

6. 3rd Viscount Scudamore of Sligo, 1716, This monument is a copy of the one to James II inthe 

Scottish College in Paris. 

7. South Aisle.  Tablet to 11th Earl of Chesterfield and his brothers, by Mrs. CharlesScudamore-

Stanhope.  The Scudamore-Stanhope's and Earls of Chesterfield were descended from John 

Scudamore who leased the Manor in 1581. 

Windows 

1. North Aisle, east window.  St. Michael the Archangel at the weighing of souls.  In memoryof 

Sir Robert Lucas-Tooth, Bart., died 1915. 

2. South Chapel, east window.  Cornelius and the angel. In memory of Edwyn Francis Bridges  

Scudamore-Stanhope; died at Hong Kong I855 "after 3 days illness of fever." 

3. North Transept.  Good Shepherd and Light of the World.  In memory of Henry EdwynChandos, 

Earl of Chesterfield, died 1887. 

4. North Aisle.  Sir Galahad and Sir Bors.  In memory of Archibald Leonard Lucas-Tooth,Bart., 

Major H.A.C. of Holme Lacv and Kamaruka, Australia; died 1918. 

5. South Aisle.  The Good Samaritan.  In memory of William Pitt Scudamore-Stanhope, 

Vicarfrom 1872  to 1892. 

The Bells 

The western tower contains a ring of eight bells -- all by members of the Rudhall family.  The tenor 

bell is 46 in diameter and weighs 18 cwt. with a strike note of approximately F natural. The fourth 

is unfortunately cracked in the crown due to the rusting and expansion of the iron crown staple.  

The bells hang in a massive oak frame of eighteenth century date.  It was the third octave to be erected 

in Herefordshire, the two earlier ones being at Ledbury and Hereford Cathedral.  

History of Holme Lacy, an Episcopal Manor, and Its Tenants. 

In the time of William I, the Bishop of Hereford, who held the Manor from the King, was induced 

to grant it to Walter de Lacy for a life tenancy in return for the service of two Knights, so that the 

Parish which should have been called Holme Bishop became Holme Lacy.  

This Walter built St. Peter's, Hereford and died in 1085.  His son, Roger, secured the land for life only, 

after which it was to revert to the holy church. 

But in 1177 it was still held by Hugh de Lacy, grandson of Roger.  At the time of Bishop Reinhelm 

(1107-15), Hugh had given the Parish Church of St. Cuthbert to the Abbey of St. 

Peter, Gloucester, as part of their endowment for their cell of St. Guthlac, Hereford. 

In 1225, Walter de Lacy II gave 240 acres of his land at Hamme, his house and its contents, to his 

own foundation of Grandmontine bretheren at Crasswall, and, being greatly in debt, sold other 

portions of his lands at Hamme to William Fitzwarine and others. 

William Fitzwarine gave this to the White Canons (Premonstratensians) of Lavedon in 

Buckinghamshire, so that they eight build and sustain an Abbey at Hamme Lacy.  There is no 

certainty that it was built. 

At this point in 1253 Bishop Peter de Aqua Blanca intervened to prevent the alienation of their 

property, the greater part of which was supporting two monastic houses.  He bought out the monks 

of Crasswall and the Abbot of Lavendon for 1,000 marks. 



In 1256 the Bishop then granted to the Dean and Chapter of Hereford as undertenants, in free alms, 

all the lands he had bought at Hamme. 

In 1262 they leased the lands to the Abbot and Convent of Dore to farm in return for 200 seams of 

corn every year for 15 year, to be baked into bread for the poor.  The Abbot gave up the tenancy in 

1265. 

In 1280 the Chapter granted it to the Dean and Chancellor (of their church), upon condition of 

paying 30 marks yearly, five to be distributed to the poor, and twenty five to be paid yearly to five 

chaplains to pray for the Soul of Peter de Aqua Blanca in a place appointed by his tomb, for ever.  

The Valor Ecclesiasticus shows that these good works were still in progress in 1535, though the 

number of chaplains had been reduced to two.  As vicars of Holme Lacy they survived the 

Reformation. Finally in 1581, the Dean and Chapter leased it to John Scudamore of Holme Lacy in 

exchange for the Rectory of Fownhope.  The Scudamore's had been Lords of the Manor of 

Holme Lacy since,the reign of Henry IV.  This exchange was to the advantage of the Church of 

Hereford, but could not be perfected without the permission of the Crown.  The parties surrendered 

their respective rights into the hands of Queen Elizabeth, by whom the exchange was effected and 

confirmed, John Scudamore being invested with two-thirds of the Tythes of Homm as a Lay-Fee, 

which then descended to John Viscount Scudamore.  He restored them entirely to the Parish 

Church, together with the Tythes of Boulston.  This was confirmed by an Act of Parliament in the 

reign of Charles I. 

Although Lord Scudamore did not lay out so much on fabric of Holme Lacy church as he did upon 

that at Dore, he did repair it, paved the floor, put in the vaulted plastar ceiling, wainscotted part of 

the Chancel, erected a new reading desk and Pulpit, had new seating made, and walled round the 

churchyard.  He also built a new vicarage. 

In 1626 he gave some church plate which, during the Civil Wars, "he committed to the custody of 

the two Church Wardens to be hidden in the park to prevent it falling into sacrilegious hands, 

which it did fall into notwithstanding all his care.  For one of them stole it and fled to France 

where, having consumed his execrable theft, died in extreme misery and want". 

To repay this loss, Lord Scudamore left forty five pounds in his Will to purchase more, which was 

accordingly done in 1671/2.  This plate is not now in the church, and its whereabouts are unknown. 

Lord Scudamore died in 1671 and was buried in the Scudamore family vaults underneath the 

Chancel. His father, Sir James Scudamore, the Knight in Spenser's Faerie Queene is also buried 

there. 
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